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Description automatically generated]GUIDANCE NOTE 
USING THE RISK ASSESSMENT METHOD STATEMENT (RAMS) 




This document provides a structured Risk Assessment Method Statement (RAMS) all staff when carrying out site inspections. It is essential that surveyors follow this guidance to ensure safety, compliance, and efficiency when using the RAMS.

1. How to Use This Document
This RAMS document consists of multiple sections, including pre-visit assessment, risk assessment breakdown, dynamic risk assessment, and PPE requirements.
1.1 Key Steps for Using This RAMS
1. Complete a Pre-Visit Risk Assessment (Section 2):
· Use the Pre-Visit Checklist to confirm details such as site type, known hazards, and PPE requirements.
· Ensure that emergency contacts and lone working protocols are in place.

2. Select the Appropriate Risk Assessment Subsection (Section 3):
· Only choose ONE subsection that corresponds to the type of site being inspected: 
· Residential Property – Occupied (3.1)
· Residential Property – Unoccupied (3.2)
· Commercial Property – Occupied (3.3)
· Commercial Property – Unoccupied (3.4)
· Live Construction and Infrastructure Sites (3.5)
· Do NOT complete multiple subsections—select the one most relevant to the specific site inspection.

3. Use the RAG Rating System to Understand Risks (Section 3):
· Each hazard is assessed using a Risk Score Calculation: 
· Severity (S) x Likelihood (L) = Overall Risk Score


· The RAG (Red, Amber, Green) rating system determines the level of action required: 
· 🟩 Low Risk (1-6) → Proceed with standard precautions.
· 🟧 Medium Risk (7-12) → Monitor and mitigate risks.
· 🟥 High Risk (13-25) → Take immediate action before proceeding.

4. Conduct a Dynamic Risk Assessment on Arrival (Section 4):
· Upon arrival, check for new or unforeseen hazards.
· If conditions differ from the pre-visit assessment, adjust safety measures accordingly.
· Use the Dynamic Risk Assessment Procedure to: 
· Stop work if necessary.
· Apply additional control measures.
· Report new hazards to management.

5. Ensure the Correct PPE is Used (Section 4.3):
· Select PPE appropriate to the hazards identified in the chosen risk assessment subsection.
· PPE must be inspected before use and comply with British Safety Standards (BS EN Regulations).

6. Complete and Approve the RAMS:
· The surveyor must sign and date the RAMS document before beginning work.
· If risks have changed dynamically, update the document accordingly.


2. Important Notes for Compliance
· Each inspection must have a completed risk assessment from ONE relevant subsection only.
· If hazards on-site exceed the control measures listed, STOP WORK and escalate to your line manager.
· If a site changes status (e.g., a commercial site becomes occupied), update the risk assessment accordingly.
· Use PPE as specified and ensure compliance with legal requirements or specific site conditions.
· If any accident or hazard is encountered, document and report it immediately.
This guidance ensures that all surveyors apply a structured, legally compliant, and practical approach to health and safety while conducting site inspections. If any further clarifications are needed, consult your Health and Safety Coordinator or Site Manager.
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